History of Education
ture was unworthy of acceptance by the Christian Church,
and consequently that the Church should reject all cf this
ancient learning as hostile to the interests and the purposes
of Christianity.
In general the view friendly to this learning prevailed in
the earlier history of the Church and especially in the East
among the Greeks; the view hostile to this learning became
more general in the West and, even before the overthrow
of the old social structure by the barbarians, prevailed among
the Christians of those parts. And it was but natural that
the Christians of the West should identify heathenism with
this ancient culture, for the chief hold which the old reli-
gion retained upon the people was through this literature;
the most forcible opposition to the progress of the Church
came from the class most conversant with this literature, and
the chief stronghold of the pagan regime was, as we have
seen, in the schools. On the grounds that a Christian could
not appreciate, certainly could not teach Homer, Virgil
and similar works, the apostate emperor, Julian, forbade
all Christians teaching in the rhetorical and grammatical
schools. While this proscription implies the presence of
many Christians in these schools, it is probable that they
were merely nominal Christhns, as was Augustine in his
earlier years. That this attitude was fully reciprocated is
indicated by the action of one of the synods of Carthage, In
398, long after the Church was completely triumphant in the
empire, even long after there was any specific clanger to be
apprehended from this pagan influence hiding in the old learn-
ing, this synod forbade all bishops to read any of the pagan
literature. This had come to be the attitude typical of the
Church. With such a hostility it is not to be wondered that
learning almost ceased to exist, and that there followed for
some centuries the period commonly termed "the dark ages/'
Since this attitude of the Church explains to a large extent
the condition of education for a thousand years, some further